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Nicaragua Cultural Considerations 
 

Like most Latin cultures, Nicaragua has a particular set of cultural values that may be 
very different from your own. When volunteering in Nicaragua, keep these values in 
mind, as it will allow for a better understanding of the Nicaraguan culture.  
 
1. Social Proximity - In Latin American cultures, people keep close proximity when 
engaging in conversations. Nicaraguans love to focus in when conversing with GIVE 
volunteers and they are very animated when speaking to you, which makes for a joyous 
conversation! Nicaraguans are incredibly happy people and this is portrayed in their 
communication. This is also true when communicating with the children. During your 
excursion you will interact with several local children especially during English 
education. The children love having GIVE volunteers around and they will immediately 
gravitate towards you. It’s absolutely amazing to see how welcoming and comfortable the 
children and community members are with GIVE volunteers!  
 
2. Greetings - As previously mentioned, Nicaraguan people are extremely happy 
individuals full of life! Whenever GIVE volunteers are walking throughout the 
community, feel free to greet the locals with a simple smile or a “buenos días/tardes” 
(good morning/afternoon or evening). You will definitely be responded to and who 
knows, a great conversation can blossom and believe me, even if you don’t speak Spanish 
you’ll find a way to communicate with the locals. That’s the beauty of this experience! 
 
3. Clothing - Nicaragua experiences high humid temperatures and it’s common to wear 
tank tops and shorts when working at the worksite, teaching the children, and around the 
GIVE accommodations. However, please remember that you are a representation of 
GIVE and your country when volunteering in these communities and should never dress 
in a way that will tarnish that representation. We have great relations with the community 
members and because of that, they allow their children to come to our English education 
program. When you are teaching at the schools or community center avoid showing your 
bathing suit, sports bra, boxers, etc. The community has a lot of respect for our GIVE 
volunteers and we never want to dress in a way that will taint that respect. Of course, 
during our down time you can definitely wear your bathing suit around camp as we head 
off to the Pacific or Caribbean Ocean! J 
 
4. Gifting to the Children - Although we certainly encourage you to bring donations to 
aid the communities we work with, please do not distribute gifts directly to children as it 
encourages begging.  Instead you can GIVE donations to your GIVE guides and they will 
distribute donations accordingly. All volunteer donations will be graciously accepted and 
ultimately given to the children who need them most, but it’s important to follow the 
social guidelines here. This is an important point to remember when you are working in 
education with the children as well. At times you may want to give one of the children’s 
something of your own, but please refrain from doing so as it can sometimes create 
disruption amongst the children. If you ever feel strongly about giving something to the 
children please speak with your GIVE guide and they will advise you on the best way to 
do so. 



	  

	   	  GIVE	  Nicaragua	  Cultural	  Considerations	  -‐	  4	  

 
5. Food - There are a lot of traditional Nicaraguan dishes that are very different than what 
you may traditionally eat at home. “Gallo Pinto” is one of the dishes you will have the 
pleasure of trying on more than one occasion. Gallo Pinto is composed of a mixture of 
rice and black beans with each family adds their own spice to it! Gallo pinto is packed 
with protein that comes in handy when volunteering at the worksite!  Nicaraguans love 
cooking for others as they see food as a way to bring a community closer together. 
During your excursion you’ll have the opportunity to have lunch at a few local homes on 
Little Corn Island. The people on the island cook a mixture of traditional Nicaraguan and 
Caribbean food! A lot of these dishes you may be trying for the first time in your life! 
Always be open and considerate of the amazing dishes the locals have cooked for you. It 
may be different but different is good! 
 
6. Electricity – Electricity is extremely limited in the communities GIVE volunteers in 
and during tropical weather the village and island experiences blackouts for several 
hours, if not days. Therefore, it’s customary for families to wake up very early to take 
advantage of the sunlight and go to sleep early in the evenings and as their neighbors, we 
respect that. 
 
7. NICA/ISLAND Time - Nicaragua has a past-oriented culture meaning they have a 
relaxed and laid-back concept of timing, which differs hugely from Western-styled 
cultures. Therefore, it’s important for you to just take a deep breath and relax. Things will 
always get done in Nicaragua but it is at the pace of Nicaraguans, which is important to 
be mindful of when we are volunteering. One of the phrases the locals on the island often 
use is “right here, right now”. Always be present in the moment…things may be running 
on NICA time, but you’ll soon learn from the beauty of NICA time and how to 
incorporate it into your lives to create a happier more stress-free lifestyle! 
 

 

Spanish Language – Key Phrases 
 

Hello / Goodbye – Hola, Adios  

How are you? – Como estas? 

I’m fine, thanks – Estoy bien, gracias. 

Thank you - Gracias 

What is your name? – Como te llamas? 

My name is  - Mi nombre es _______  

Where are you from? – De donde eres? 

I’m from ____ - Yo soy de… 

It’s nice to meet you – Es un placer 

conocerte! 

Excuse me / Sorry – Con permiso 

How much is this? – Cuánto cuesta? 

No worries / You’re welcome – De 

nada 

Where is the bathroom? – Donde esta 

el baño?  

If you are interested in learning more basics, download “Duolingo” on your smartphone! 
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GIVE Communities in Nicaragua 

 
Jiquilillo, Nicaragua 
Jiquilillo is a beauty rural fishing village located in the Northwest corner of Nicaragua. 
The people of Jiquilillo are extremely warm, joyous, and hardworking. Most of the men 
in the family’s go out fishing in order to sustain their family. Hint: During the evening 
hours, look out into the ocean and you’ll see small flashing lights in the distance…those 
are the fishing boats. The men of the family typically go out to fish from 6PM-6AM, 
come home and sleep all day hence, you’ll see many more women then men during the 
day hours. The majority of the families live very simple in their small ranchos (huts 
composed of palm roofs). These homes are very typical in Nicaraguan villages and 
provide great circulation of fresh air during extreme hot temperatures. The people of 
Jiquilillo are such vibrant people and will always greet you when you walk past them. 
They’ll always start a conversation with you even if you don’t speak Spanish. Soon 
you’ll be able to experience the beauty and serenity of this village! 
 
Little Corn Island, Nicaragua 
Little Corn Island is located off the Caribbean coast of Nicaragua. Upon arrival you’ll 
feel as if you have entered a different country, it’s absolutely breathtaking! The people of 
the island speak Spanish, English, and Creole (a mixture of Spanish and English). You’ll 
have a much easier time communicating with the warm and joyous locals! The island is 
truly small; there are neither solid roads nor cars and you can walk around the whole 
island in just a couple of hours! This allows GIVE volunteers to really take time and 
appreciate all that the island has to offer. When we are not volunteering, you’ll have the 
chance to engage in many activities whether its yoga, paddle boarding, snorkeling, 
diving, or simply exploring the island! Not only that, but you’ll also build relations with 
the locals and learn from them the pleasures and challenges that come with living on an 
island. Little Corn Island is truly a little piece of paradise. 
 
 
 
 
Your guides are extremely excited to meet you! If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact the office at (206) 973-7991 or via email at info@givevolunteers.org  
See you soon! 
 
 
	  

 


